
16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 

     "Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 

the kingdom of their Father." This beautiful im-

age gives us a glimpse into heaven. The saints 

who reside there radiate a brightness, a warmth 

that resembles the sun itself. Gathered around the throne of God, they share in the 

luminous presence of the King of Kings, the true Son of the Father. 

     Perhaps there really is something spiritual about the nearly universal craving to 

enjoy a tropical vacation, the trend to escape to warmer climates for the winter, or 

the move towards permanent residence in sunny climates. The continual presence of 

sunshine, the enjoyable experience of one warm day after another may be in fact 

like a little taste of heaven. In the Gospel, Jesus himself describes eternal bliss using 

the imagery of sunshine. 

     But heat has its downside too. When it's too intense, it can actually be deadly. 

Think forest fire. Think desert. Think "the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing 

and grinding of teeth." These are not images of the four-star vacations that we want 

to last for eternity. No. Here Jesus is referring to the hellish habitat of "all who 

cause others to sin and all evildoers." That's not a trip we want to take. As uncom-

fortable as it may be, we need to examine ourselves to be sure we're not on board a 

train that's going in the wrong direction. We need to identify and acknowledge any 

patterns of sin that may have crept into our lives, and seek God's forgiveness. That 

will get us back on the right track, enabling us to be counted among "the children of 

the kingdom." 

     Let's aim for a journey to that kingdom, the one true trip to paradise that lasts for 

all eternity. 
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To schedule intentions for Mass at Holy Rosary, contact Holy Rosary Office 

during office hours or leave a message at 601-583-9404.  The stipend is 10.00! 

Date Commentator  Lector    Eucharistic Minister   
July 23     Charo   Linda, Nikki 

July 30  Shirley   Dominique  Voncile, Arhtur 

August 6 Belinda  Christina  Dominique, Linda 

    

Altar  June 23  July 30  August 6 

Servers AJ Sneed  Raider Williams Avery Leverette 

  Adam Sneed  Ameze Eknuwe Townsend White 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sunday:  Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/

  Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-4 

Monday:  St. Sharbel Makhluf 

  Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc-6/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday:  St. James 

  2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-6/Mt 20:20-28 

Wednesday:  Sts. Joachim & Anne 

  Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-28/ 

  Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday:  Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Dn 3:52-56/  

  Mt 13:10-17 

Friday:  Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday:  St. Martha 

  Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/ 

  Jn 11:19-27 

Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,  

  127-130/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 

July 23, 2017            

Holy Rosary Parish 
 

June 25, 2017           

Cathi Clearman 
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Rev. Ken Ramón-Landry, Pastor • Rev. Ignacio Jiménez Morales, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Warren Goff/RCIA: 601-447-3227   • Deacon Randy Duke 

Office hours: Please Call    

 

     "The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil." 

This is not a pretty picture. Jesus shares a parable in today's Gospel that reminds us of a 

truth we would rather forget: evil is real, and the devil is at work. The bountiful harvest of 

our faith is something that Satan wants to destroy. And he has a host of diabolical tactics to 

help him carry out his wicked plans. But there is one strategy in particular that we must be 

on guard against. 

     As the French poet Charles Baudelaire put it, "The devil's finest trick is to persuade you 

that he does not exist." Sneaky as it may be, this approach is effective! And, unfortunately, 

the attitude of our modern era is very conducive to buying the lie. Too often we dismiss the 

idea of the invisible spiritual reality of angels and demons. It doesn't seem "scientific" 

enough for us because it can't be seen or "proven." But neither can our faith! We believe in 

a host of invisible realities starting with God himself. We should not be fooled into think-

ing that the devil is a make-believe cartoon character with red horns and a pitchfork on his 

shoulder. Alas, no. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, "Scripture wit-

nesses to the disastrous influence of the one Jesus calls 'a murderer from the begin-

ning'" (CCC 394) and, as we read in the Bible, "Indeed, the Son of God was revealed to 

destroy the works of the Devil" (1 Jn 3:8). This is not pretend, and so it must be taken seri-

ously. But so too, the reality of Satan must be situated within the broader context of God's 

supreme power. The devil "cannot prevent the building up of God's reign" (CCC 395). The 

influence of evil can never defeat the power of our faith, unless we let it do so. 
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July 23, 2017 

HOLY ROSARY  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
(Established 1949) 

900 Dabbs Street 

Hattiesburg, MS   

39401-5111 
Phone:  601-584-6528  

Medical Emergencies ONLY:  601-964-0911 
Email:  HolyRosary1949@aol.com 

 

Sunday Mass  9:15 AM       

Confessions By Appointment   

Weekday Mass  Tuesday, 5:30 PM.   

Hospital Visits By Request   

Baptism Call Office       

Anointing Call Office 

   OUR GIVING 
 

July 9th  $        1, 899.25 

July 16th  $            566.00 

Expenses   $            832.92 

Mississippi Power 

 

 

Mondays 

Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Catholic Church 

St. John Paul II Chapel 

9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. 

 

MEMORIAL OF  

STS. JOACHIM & 

ANNE, PARENTS 

OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 

JULY 26TH 
 

     

     The information we have regarding Sts. 

Joachim and Anne, the parents of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, comes from an un-

reliable an unreliable source known as the 

Gospel of James.  They are portrayed as 

an old and barren couple who long to 

bring life into the world.  Through an an-

gelic messenger they are told they will 

bear a child—not just any child, but one 

who will be revered for all time.  A fol-

lowing developed around both of them, 

but it seems that St. Anne had a stronger 

following, which continues to flourish, 

especially in Canada.  She is the patron of 

childless women, expectant mothers, and 

women in labor. 
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