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The people see in John a mighty power, and ask him for direction on how 

to live their lives.  Nothing in this would be startling news: share with each 

other, be fair, avoid the cruelty of extortion, practice being satisfied.  How-

ever, his news that there is one even greater coming after him would have 

been attention getting.  This will be a new baptism, not with water but with 

fire that would eliminate all the chaff-dividing the true from the false.  This 

message, superficially frightening, is an affirmation of the Messiah and is 

therefore a cause for joy. 
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                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Thanks to all who signed up for Forming Intentional Discipleship Committee. 

 

Please note the Christmas Mass Schedules for Sacred Heart and Holy Rosary in the vesti-

bule. Tuesday, January 1st us a Holy Day of Obligation. We will not have mass at Holy Ro-

sary. Monday December 31: 6:00 pm (Bilingual) at Sacred Heart and Tuesday January 1st: 

10:30 am at Sacred Heart. 

 

Parish Center remains under renovation. December  plans deferred until completion. 

 

Rev. Ken Ramon-Landry, Pastor 

 Rev. Everardo Mora Torres (Fr. Lalo), Associate Pastor 

Deacon Warren Goff (RCIA): 01.447.3227 

Deacon Randy Duke 

 



   Readings for the week of December 16, 2018 

Sunday:           Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

Monday:          Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 

Tuesday:          Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 

Wednesday:     Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 

Thursday:        Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 

Saturday:         1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 

Next Sunday:   Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

  

 

Date            Commentator               Lector   Eucharistic Minister  
 

DEC    16       Shirley                          Charo                     Voncille, Dominique 

DEC    23       Dominique                    Nikki                      Nikki, Shirley 

DEC    30        Shirley                          Charo                     Arthur, Voncille 

 

                                                       Alter Servers 

                                      

DEC  16                                        Raider, AJ 

DEC  23                                        Ameze, Townsend 

DEC  30                                        Adam, Raider 

December 16, 2018 

Holy Rosary Parish 

December 18 2018 

Catholic Extension-Donor 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

                                  December 16, 2018 3rd Sunday of Advent 

In Christianity, we hear often about the "Good News." We might often associate it with Jesus' 

compassion to the poor, his healings and miracles, and the salvation he won for us. In today's 

Gospel, we read of John the Baptist. "Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good 

news to the people." Yet as we examine the rest of the reading, we see examples of John's 

preaching. If you have two cloaks, give one away. Don't cheat others out of their money, ex-

tort, or lie. And, of course, the warning that the Messiah is on the move and "his winnowing 

fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." Merry Christmas? 

Not only do John's listeners enjoy his message, but they seem to think he might be the await-

ed Messiah! To understand today's Gospel, it's important to understand the Jewish people. 

For most of their history, God's chosen people had been under someone else's heel. They 

were slaves in Egypt. Their kingdoms were ravaged first by the Assyrians, then the Babyloni-

ans. Now they were under the yoke of the Roman Empire. Familiar with being strangers in a 

strange land, welcoming the stranger, caring for the vulnerable, and enacting justice was in-

credibly important to them as a people. While John's words may seem odd or strong to our 

modern ears, this call to justice was welcome, even if it was directed at the hearer. 

The truth is, no one is exempt from John's call to repentance. We all have further to go in the 

Christian life. We can all grow in virtue and love our neighbors more generously. The Church 

gives us the Advent season to examine our own hearts. Did any of John's warnings resonate 

with you? That could be a great thing to bring to Jesus this week! 
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